PVIC - Sunday Service – 06/24/2018
Exposition on Luke – 9:37-45
The Power of God in an unbelieving world 
Pastor, Dr. V. A. Thomas

“…the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” Mk. 9:24 
Introduction
This morning, we’re going to continue our study of the Gospel of Luke chapter 9, verses 37-45. (Read) From this passage, I want to draw your attention to three important facts this morning: 1) The desperate condition of the people; 2) The power and compassion of Jesus to change the condition of the people; and 3) Meeting the needs of the people as the disciples of Jesus Christ.  

Last week we saw Jesus and his inner-circle of disciples – Peter, John, and James on the top of the mount of transfiguration! There, they met with Moses and Elijah from the O.T. The disciples had a glimpse of the glorified Jesus! Powerful experience – literally, the mountaintop experience! As they come down from the mountain, they experience everything that is contrary to what they had the day before! On the mountaintop, it was fullness – spiritual ecstasy; at the valley of the mountain it was spiritual abasement and insufficiency of faith; on the top of the mountain, it was glorification – at the valley it was humiliation!

I don’t know how many of you remember and identify a very similar picture in the O.T.? We find that in the Book of Exodus chapter 32. Moses goes up to the top of Mount Sinai and meets with God and receives the Law of God for the people. He comes down with the glory of God shining through his face; but the people have already strayed away from God and made an idol in the place of God! We can find a great deal of similarities between Moses’ Sinai experience with Jesus’ and his disciples’ experience on the Mount of Transfiguration! 

The Desperate Condition of the People

Read verses 37-40. Notice, ‘the next day…’ We see that they’ve slept over on the mountain that night – probably receiving a great deal of explanations and understanding from Jesus, as they witnessed a side of Jesus they’ve never seen! When we come across things in our life that we could not find the answers, the best thing to do is to spend time before the Lord – even through the night! Praise God! To receive little of more clarity of the scene, let’s look at Mark 9:14-18 (read) Here, we see the teachers of the Law arguing with the disciples who could not perform the miracle they expected them to do.  In verse 16, Jesus’s asking the question, ‘what are you arguing with them about?’ Jesus’s focus was his disciples – are they ready to represent him in his absence yet? What are the charges the teachers of the law had against them? 

At the same time, there were several desperate conditions Jesus noticed: 1) the sick boy and his father – (explain); 2) a group of disciples who were helpless where they were supposed to be representing him.  What happened to them? Didn’t they go out in groups of 2 in chapter 9 and performed many miracles? Probably they had some issue with Jesus for talking only his inner circle with him to the mountain of transfiguration! Questioning God for his decisions is the worst thing we can do for ourselves as his followers.  3) An unbelieving and skeptic group of the teachers of the law who were looking for an opportunity to find fault with Jesus and his disciples rather than trying to understand him and his message.  


When Jesus addresses the people, (v. 41) “O unbelieving ….” I believe, it was directly to his own disciples; indirectly, he was also addressing the perverse – disobedient, deviant and stubborn people who called themselves God’s people! If the generation of Jesus’ time was ‘unbelieving and perverse’, how much more is our generation? It is from such a generation that he has called you and I out of. Now, it is a clear expectation that we are different in our character and behavior from this unbelieving and perverse generation! We could not be in both! You see how intolerant Jesus is with that type of unbelief and rebellion! 

The power and compassion of Jesus to change the condition of the people   

Read verse 41-43, “…bring your son here …” Although Jesus was frustrated at their unbelief and rebellion, He was compassionate enough to meet that father’s aching heart! Read the conversation between the father and Jesus in Mk. 9:21-27. For our children’s issues, whether it is physical, moral, emotional or spiritual the best place to go to is to Jesus! As parents, I want to encourage you to go to Jesus with your children and any of their problems. 

It was not the son who chose to go to Jesus – but his father! The father was willing to have a conversation with Jesus about faith! He was willing to admit the fact that he didn’t have enough faith – but he was humble enough to ask Jesus for the necessary faith. Although he didn’t know the depth of what he was asking, he was asking Jesus the right thing – ‘help me with my faith.’ In Eph. 2 we read that ‘faith comes from grace.’ Here, Jesus not only heals the boy, but helps the father with his faith issue. I believe, the greater miracle was not the healing of the boy, but the transformation of his father from an un-believer to a believer!

As disciples of Jesus how can we meet the needs of the people?
Read verse 44. They needed the right understanding of Jesus and his words. What they were holding was the hope of a conquering Messiah. They still did not have the clear understanding of the Lord. Only a suffering messiah, only the one who has been described throughout the Scriptures, such as in Isiah 53, ‘by his wounds we are healed’ could heal the sickness of the people.  Without the right understanding of the Lord, they would not be able to represent him in his person or his power and heal anybody! Even today, what most preachers and writers are presenting is a Powerful, Rich and Blessing Messiah! Yes, he is all that. However, our blessing comes only from the Cross and through his blood that was oozing from all over his body on that cross! Once you’re connected with Him through his cross – you’re blessed beyond what the world could spell or define ‘blessing’! Take away the Cross, Christianity is as week and shallow as any other religion!
In Mark 9:28-29 Jesus tells them another reason why they couldn’t meet the needs of the people – healing the boy. Prayer (explain) Mt. 16:19, “I’ll give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
Conclusion 
Let our prayers be the same as the prayer of the father of that young boy, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” In fact, when we claim ourselves as believers, we must also confess before the Lord that we need help with our unbelief. What moves God is our honesty and humility to admit the fact that our faith is not enough, and the fact that we are in need of him even to believe! God bless you! 
____________
